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Anchor Verse 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 (NIV) 

Introduction: Final Words of a Risen King 

When someone is about to leave, their last words matter. 

And just before the Lord Jesus ascended into heaven,  

He didn’t say “Be Good,” or “Try your best.” No, He gave a final command that echoes to us 

today: 

“You will be my witnesses.” 

Not “If you feel like it.” 

You will be. 

Not “I don’t have the gift of speaking.” 

You will be. 

And right before that — in Matthew 28 — He said something else: 

“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

So today’s message is not just a call — it’s part of a promise. 

You will be My witnesses…  

Because I will be with you always. 

This is the heart of our series: I Am With You Always. 

A Real Story to Begin: The Nervous Man Who Changed History 

In 1854, a quiet Sunday school teacher named Edward Kimball felt a burden for a teenage 

boy in his class — The young man was rough around the edges and didn’t seem spiritually 

interested. 

Kimball struggled. 

He later admitted he was scared. Unsure. Not sure what to say. 

He almost turned back. 

But the burden wouldn’t lift. 
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So one day, Kimball walked nervously to the shoe store where the boy worked. 

With his heart pounding, he walked in. 

He found the boy in the back room. 

He placed a hand on his shoulder… 

and simply shared the love of Christ. 

He walked out unsure if it had made any difference. 

But it had. 

That young man was Dwight L. Moody — who went on to preach to over 100 million people. 

And that ripple didn’t stop: 

• Moody influenced F.B. Meyer, 

• Meyer reached [Wilbur] Chapman, 

• Chapman mentored [Billy] Sunday, 

• Sunday impacted Mordecai Ham, 

• and at a Ham crusade, Billy Graham gave his life to Christ. 

Billy Graham would later preach to over 215 million people across the globe. 

It all began with one nervous man — one quiet witness — who said yes. 

You may never fill a stadium. 

But you might light the fire that does. 

You may not be Billy Graham — but you can be Edward Kimball. 

 

And if I may say… you can even be like Gloria. 

At the start of 2017, a woman named Gloria — a mother of six — invited me to read the Bible 

with her. 

She later told me she wasn’t sure I’d actually follow through. 

She had known my spiritual history. Sometimes I was on fire… other times, cold. 

But what she didn’t know was — God had already started stirring something in me. 

Surprisingly, I said yes. 

But I didn’t begin reading right away. 

It took me three weeks just to open the first page. 

Three months passed. I was reading almost every day… 

but still, I felt nothing. No emotion. No change. 

Yet the Bible says in Isaiah 55:11, 

“My word… shall not return to me void, but it shall accomplish what I please.” 

And sure enough — it did. 

The Word of God started to do what only God’s Word can do. 

It softened my heart. It brought conviction. 

And soon, I confessed my sins… and I gave my life to Jesus. 



It didn’t happen at a crusade. 

There was no choir. No dramatic altar call. 

Just a regular day. 

And a woman who chose to be a witness. 

Were it not for Gloria — the faithful evangelist — 

I probably wouldn’t be here today. 

So praise God… 

for those who say yes to being His witness. 

Let’s go deeper into what Jesus said. There are three key truths in Acts 1:8. 

1. You Will Receive Power 

This is not motivational energy. 

This is Holy Ghost fire. 

The Greek word for power, “dunamis” means explosive power — 

Power to overcome fear, 

Power to speak boldly, 

Power to be transformed. 

Think of Stephen. 

The Bible says in Acts 6:8, “Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed 

great wonders and signs among the people.” 

 

And when he stood before his accusers, Acts 6:10 tells us, “They could not stand up against 

the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke.” 

Power 

Stephen didn’t write books or fill stadiums. 

He preached in power. 

And when he gave his final witness, Jesus — who is normally seated — 

stood up in heaven to honor him, even while they were stoning him to death (Acts 7:56). 

You will receive power… 

As the prophet Micah said, “But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord” (Micah 3:8). 

Have you received that kind of power? 

If not, ask for it today. 

Because that’s where witness begins. 

2. You Will Be My Witnesses 

Jesus didn’t say “You will be my debaters.” 

He didn’t say “You will be my theologians.” 

He said: “You will be my witnesses.” 



A witness shares what they’ve seen. 

What they’ve heard. 

What they’ve lived. 

Dag Heward-Mills once said, 

“You don’t have to be a lawyer for Jesus. Just be a witness.” 

In 1 John 1:1–3, the apostle writes, 

“That which we have seen and heard we declare to you…” 

So let me ask you: 

• Has Jesus saved you? 

• Has He changed your life? 

• Have you seen His power? 

Then you are qualified to witness. 

You don’t need a stage. 

You need obedience. 

You don’t need a pulpit. 

You need courage. 

You don’t need all the answers. 

You need the Spirit. 

Romans 1:16 says, 

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation.” 

So witness at home. 

Witness in a taxi. 

Witness online. 

Witness in the streets. 

Be His witness — now. 

 

3. In Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the Ends of the Earth 

Where do you start? 

You start where you are — your Jerusalem: your family, your closest people. 

Your Judea: your community, your workplace. 

Your Samaria: the people who are different from you, 

or even hostile to you. 

And the ends of the earth? 

For some of you, that means nations. 

For others, it means funding missions. Supporting evangelism. 

Or posting one Spirit-filled video that touches someone in another country. 



You will receive power… 

You will be witnesses… 

You will go everywhere… 

This echoes Isaiah 49:6, where the Lord says, 

“I will also make you a light to the Gentiles, that my salvation may reach to the ends of the 

earth.” 

This is not optional. This is your assignment. 

 

Prophetic Insight: The Witness Will Cost You 

Let me speak plainly: 

Being a witness will cost you something. 

It may cost you comfort. 

It may cost your reputation. 

It may cost your silence. 

But it will never cost you more than it cost Jesus. 

Jesus said in John 15:20, 

“If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.” 

I once preached on a family online forum. Passionately explaining who the Lord Jesus was.  

After I was done pouring my heart out, a family member, my own flesh and blood responded: 

“LOL. Amusing Story.” 

If you’ve faced resistance as you witness — don’t retreat. 

It means your story matters. 

Your voice is dangerous. 

Your obedience is fire. 

And even in that fire… He is with you. Always. 

 

Call to Action: Receive and Go 

He who said “I am with you always”… is with you even now. 

So I ask you: 

• Will you go? 

• Will you speak? 

• Will you burn? 

If Edward Kimball could start a chain that reached Billy Graham… 

What could your obedience unlock? 

So here’s the question: 



Have you received power? 

Have you embraced your call to be His witness? 

If not, today is your day. 

And if you’ve never given your life to Jesus, pray this with me now to become Christian: 

“Lord Jesus, I believe You died for me and rose again. 

I confess I am a sinner. Please forgive me. 

Fill me with Your Holy Spirit and make me Your witness. 

I give You my life. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

Write to me. Share your testimony: dwasake@shaweleroad.com 

Let’s raise a witness army. 

Even Now Come Lord Jesus. Maranatha. Amen. 
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